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Sue Goligher, Secretary and Captain of Wigmore Lawn Tennis Club, holds the Millennium Cup Trophy with some of her team members ond Barbara Wancke
(far left), Organising Committee Chairman and Tournament Director.
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Tournament Director for the competition.

"The major concern is usually the standard of play
criteria, which sounds rather grand but is actually
the mechanism that ensures the Millennium Cup
remains a friendly competition through which new
players can gain useful match experience.”

The intent of the competition is to involve players
who do not ordinarily play for their clubs in county
events and so give them an opportunity to
compete in matches at a local level. In order to
keep the standard equitable, the Committee
agrees with each dub to exclude specific team
players.

It is necessary to get as

many players as possible
to compete

Each club has to find players to compete in the
following disciplines at each tie:

Singles| 6 & Under Boys;

|6 & Under Girls; Men's Open (no age restriction);
Women's Open (no age restriction); 45 & Over
Men's; 40 & Over Women's Doubles

Men's, Women's and Mixed — all with no age
restrictions.

Captains are encouraged not to 'double up' players
unless absolutely necessary to get as many players
as possible to compete.

"It's a really good way to mix age groups and
we've seen some great junior/veteran partnerships
from time to time/" observes Peter Risdon, the
official referee for the event,

The inaugural Millennium Cup was won by
Wigmare in 2001, who saw off challenges from

Telford Park and Woodfield Grove to win the
magnificent crystal trophy for the first time.
Grafton and Norbury Park Lawn Tennis Clubs then
entered the competition, resulting in five clubs
contesting the event from 2002 to 2005.
“Unfortunately both Grafton and Norbury Park
experienced difficulties in fielding teams and had to
withdraw," recalls Peter. "But Grafton returned last
year and we are hoping to see Norbury Park back
in 2008. West Norwood have yet to participate
although they have an open invitation to do sa.”
After their initial win, Wigmore has appeared in
every final without clinching the trophy again, until
last September when they came from behind to
snatch it from the grasp of Telford Park. 5-4.
Telford Park, champions for the past three years,
established an early lead by going up 3-1 in
matches won when |4 year-old Tumani Carayol
put in an impressive display against Paul Stewart,
winning through 6-3 6-2, while their men’s pair
looked to be dominating the men’s doubles.

A straight sets victory by Wigmore's mixed
doubles team of Neil Dowden and Caroline
Strachan over Marvin Torres and Estelle Galez and
a win by Jimmy Callus in the Under [ 6s Boys'
singles levelled proceedings at 3-all. Marlene
Russell's 6-3 6-1 win against Alison Reeves put
Wigrnore ahead as the men's doubles became the
critical facton

A tenacious comeback by Adrian Crawford and
Vineet Mohan from a set down against Alders
Hodgkinson and Alex Vincent in the doubles gave
Wigmore the unassailable lead 5-3, although
Telford Park's Christine Short was able to claw
back a final point when she defeated Caroline
Strallan in the final match,

"l am so very pleased that we won again,” said Sue
Goligher, Wigmore's Secretary and Millennium Cup
Captain. "Especially after all those years as runners-
up! It's a great competition that has given many of
our members, good match play experience.”

The Committee reviews the competition each
autumn.

“We ask the question of the clubs every year
whether it is worth continuing with the Millennium
Cup because there are invariably difficulties in
finding the players from time to time but the
overwhelming response is always positive,” says
Barbara.

“We actually take it pretty seriously, with a proper
rulebook and full records of the results since
inception so we can measure progress. For a while
there were quite a lot of one-sided matches and
this didn't help the cause. Last year everything was
more evenly-balanced, which gives the participants
encouragement because nobady likes to get
thrashed. If you are new to the game, this can be a
complete disaster!”

The Organising Committee is now looking at
establishing a Millennium Cup website so players
can have ready access to current scores and past
results as well as to photos, news and match
reports.

“In the old days we used to have ‘friendlies’
between the local clubs but those have long gone
in the fixtures calendar so there was really no way
to give new players some match play experience.
The Millennium Cup has changed that for
members of the Streatham clubs” concludes
Barbiara rather proudly.

"Let's hope there'll be a few more years yet for it
to run!”
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